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New Belgium Brewing Co. launches solar array
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New Belgium Brewing Co. has launched the largest privately-owned solar array in Colorado in an effort to reduce its carbon footprint.

The brewery at 500 Linden St. activated a 200-kilowatt photo voltaic solar electric system on the roof of its 50,000-square-foot packaging hall, which contains the company's bottling plant.

The solar array will produce 16 percent of New Belgium's peak electrical load and 3 percent of their total energy use. The array is part of the brewer’s commitment to Fort Collins’ FortZED initiative, a public and private partnership that aims to create the world’s largest “active zero energy district” through Smart Grid and renewable energy technology.

Bryan Simpson, media relations director with New Belgium, said the brewery is always looking for ways to reduce its carbon footprint, and with the launch of the new solar array the company can cut its peak load thus helping reduce the need for more coal burning power plants.

"If we can get people to reduce peak use we reduce need for coal burning facilities," said Simpson, who said the brewery will continue to examine new forms of renewable energy this year including wind power and capturing methane from its process water treatment plant to fire a co-generation engine which produces heat and electricity on-site.

The $1 million project is part of a Department of Energy grant through the FortZED project. The DOE grant will reimburse the brewery up to 45 percent of its expenses.

New Belgium, along with several other Fort Collins entities—such as the City of Fort Collins, Colorado State University, Spirae, Inc., Brendle Group, Advanced Energy, and Woodward—responded to the request from the Department of Energy to demonstrate peak load reduction. The partners were one of nine groups nationwide to receive such a grant. 

“We feel very fortunate to participate in this ambitious local effort. By leveraging the contributions from our partners and the Department of Energy along with our own investments, we’ll reduce our peak electrical load by over two-thirds,” said Jennifer Orgolini, New Belgium sustainability director, in a prepared statement. “This solar PV installation is an integral part of the portfolio because we lower our peak use by lowering our base.”

Engineers estimate the solar array can power the bottle line for up to eight hours on a sunny day.

The installation, by Denver- and Boulder-based Namaste Solar, began in August. While New Belgium initially planed to have the PV system operational by Nov. 19, it was delayed due to a technical issue with a breaker. With a three week turnaround on replacing the part, and a weather delay before Christmas, the company opted to wait until the new year to launch the PV system.

Jason Sharpe, chief operating officer of Namaste Solar, previously said he felt as if they connect with New Belgium's mission, and described the two companies as sharing a "kindred sprit."

The 200 KW PV system include 870 Sharp 230 watt panels on the 25,000 square feet of rooftop space. Sharpe said the PV system is the largest roof mounted system in Larimer County.



