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FortZED raises $525,000 in local funding, meets eligibility requirement for $9 million in sustainable energy funding
July 2007

Fort ZED, a sustainable energy initiative resulting from a collaboration between the Community Foundation of Northern Colorado’s UniverCity Connections project and the Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster, announced pledges and donations totaling more than $525,000 – including $250,000 donated by the Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority, $150,000 pledged by Woodward Governor Co., and $35,000 pledged from Community Foundation of Northern Colorado funds – to meet the minimum eligibility requirement of $500,000 in local funding for a U.S. Department of Energy grant that will bring in a combined total of $9 million to fund sustainable energy initiatives in the Fort Collins community. The Department of Energy is intending to fund six demonstration projects nationwide that will reduce peak load on electric distribution feeders using distributed generation (energy produced and shared locally throughout the demonstration zone), renewable energy and energy management systems. 

If awarded, the grant will provide approximately $5 million in federal funding, along with nearly $4 million to be provided in cash or in kind by local sources. In addition to the more than $500,000 raised over the past week, the project team identified $2 million from in-kind equipment and services donations and an additional $250,000 in matching funds from the State of Colorado. 

While the Fort ZED application meets the minimum grant requirements, the project team is hoping to bring the total in local pledges to $1 million to further strengthen its application. 

“I believe the level of engagement and financial generosity shown by the organizations and individuals who stepped up to support this initiative represents a landmark moment for the Fort Collins community,” explained Judy Dorsey, Executive Director of the Northern Colorado Clean Energy Cluster, which is organizing the grant initiative. “We strongly believe in this project’s potential to establish Fort Collins as a national showcase for the development and implementation of sustainable energy technology, and we are proud that the community has shown its support over the past week by pledging and donating the needed money to meet the grant requirements.” 

“It has been truly inspiring to watch as our community stepped forward to help this initiative,” stated Ray Caraway, President of the Community Foundation of Northern Colorado. “In addition to the $420,000 in lead donations from the Fort Collins Downtown Development Authority, Woodward Governor Co. and the Community Foundation announced on July 12, we have seen pledges and gifts totaling $125,000 made in only the past week by a wide range of Fort ZED supporters, including a Colorado State University student who pledged $5,000 and encouraged her parents to pledge as well, and a woman who pledge $3,150 to equal the amount she received as a tax credit on the purchase of her Toyota Prius. I have also seen the Community Foundation staff rally around Fort ZED, allocating valuable time and resources to ensure its success, not to mention the volunteer efforts that the UniverCity Connections Sustainable Energy Task Force has given to make the Fort ZED project and this grant application possible. We look forward to the opportunity to play a role in further supporting Fort ZED should it be awarded the Department of Energy grant.”

To make a pledge toward the Fort ZED initiative, please contact the Community Foundation of Northern Colorado at 970-224-3462. 

About the Project Team:
The Department of Energy Grant Applicant for this project will be Fort Collins Utilities and the City of Fort Collins. The project team consists of Fort Collins Utilities, the City of Fort Collins, Spirae, Inc., The Brendle Group, new Belgium Brewing Company, Colorado State University, Woodward Governor, Advanced Energy, Caterpillar, Inc., and Larimer County. Caterpillar, Inc., the world leader in diesel and natural gas engines, will contributing in-kind donations in the area of distributed generation; Eaton, a global leader in energy components, will provide donations of switch gear and power components; New Belgium Brewing Company, a world leader in its industry for sustainable practices, will be implementing several renewable energy sources for distributed generation, along with energy management systems, at its brewery in Fort Collins; Colorado State University / Integrid Lab will provide Research and Development; Advanced Energy will provide photovoltaic (PV) and inverter technology; Spirae, Inc. will provide DER system design; and The Brendle Group will provide demand management assistance and consulting.
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